Vital Signs: Why is He Fainting?
1. Fill in the medical history for the patient:
a. Age:

b. Gender:

c. Symptoms that brought him to the ER:

d. Smoking: If yes, how much?

e. Alcohol use: If yes, how much?

f. Prescription drugs: If yes, which?

g. Illegal drugs: If yes, which?

2. What is the medical term for fainting?

3. List the two parts of the nervous system and the function of each part.

4. What causes vasovagal syncope?
5. Why did the doctor need to know if something had upset the patient?
6. What event had upset the patient earlier in the day?

7. When the doctor looked at the EKG, they noticed something unusual.  What was unusual about the EKG?

8. Who realized the problem with the EKG?
9. What syndrome did the man have?

10. Why was it very important that the man return to the hospital?

11. What had doctors noticed about some people in the 1940’s?
12. What did the Brugadas observe happen to eight patients who nearly died?

13. Explain how a defective protein can cause heart failure.
14. How is the parasympathetic nervous system related to Brugada’s syndrome?

15. What did monitoring of the man determine about his heart rate?
16. How did they treat his disorder?
