Vital Signs: Trouble in the Nursery
1. Which three family members came to see the doctor?

2. Describe the baby’s age and physical condition.
3. What three descriptive words does the doctor use to describe the mom?

4. Describe the events that lead to all three women living in their current house.

5. What two industrial companies are down the street from the house?

6. Summarize the mother’s pregnancy and delivery.

7. What is preeclampsia?

8. How did the doctor rule out preeclampsia in this case?

9. How many seizures did the mother have prior to seeing this doctor?
10. When did the baby have a seizure?

11. Why is the family certain that seizures do not run in their family?

12. Who is Flossie?

13. Why did the doctor order a blood test?

14. What was the result of the blood test?

15. What are five disorders that can cause basophilic stippling?

16. Which disorder did the doctor suspect in this case?

17. Where were the patients exposed to lead?
18. How had the adults tried to fix the lead paint problem?

19. When was the mother exposed?

20. How was the baby exposed?

21. What is the treatment for lead poisoning?

22. How does this treatment work?

23. Who are most vulnerable to lead poisoning?

24. Which body system is most vulnerable to lead poisoning?

25. Which element does the body confuse lead for?

26. How does lead cause subtle mental defects?

27. What kind of diet worsens lead poisoning?

28. What kind of diet can minimize the effects of lead exposure?
