Vital Signs: A Tropical Nightmare
1. What three symptoms did the patient have on arrival to the hospital?
2. Why had Susie been in the South Pacific?

3. How did she feel 5 days after the wedding?
4. How did she feel 6 days after the wedding?

5. How did she feel 7 days after the wedding?

6. Why would the author have rejected waiting 24 hours to see a doctor if they had asked her?
7. What are the symptoms of dengue fever?

8. What insect carries dengue fever?
9. Describe how one mosquito can infect multiple people with dengue fever.
10. What are the two most dangerous complications of dengue fever?
11. Who is most susceptible to these complications?

12. Explain how the immune system causes severe bleeding and shock in some cases of dengue fever.

13. Describe Susie’s external symptoms when she arrived at the hospital.

14. What did the doctor find when she examined Susie?

15. Why was Susie placed on an IV drip?

16. What was wrong with Susie’s blood cells?

17. What did the blood test determine about Susie’s liver?

18. Why did the doctor start Susie on antibiotics?

19. What did the doctor go to look for in the library?

20. How long was Susie in the hospital?
21. What was the last side effect of dengue fever?
