The Physics of ….Singing Reading Guide
1. Describe the structure of the vocal cords.

2. How do vocal cords work?

3. What purpose do these natural valves serve besides making noise?

4. What is the main difference between the vocal cords of a male and the vocal cords of a female?

5. Do human vocal cords look different than the vocal cords of a dog?
6. How are the vocal cords the same as a blown-up balloon?

7. Describe the structure of the larynx.

8. What is the function of the larynx?

9. What is different about the position of larynxes in humans and dogs?

10. How does this difference allow humans to have a greater range of vocal tones?

11. Besides the vocal cords and larynx, name four other parts of the “human vocal instrument”.
12. List five ways that the vocal cords or larynx can be damaged.
13. What prescription drug can be used to treat hoarseness in singers?
