The Deadly Rays that Cured Cancer Reading Guide
1. What was the tragic twist for doctors who used radiation to treat cancer in the early 1900’s?
2. Why was surgery problematic for cancer patients in the late 1800’s?

3. What bill passed in 1906?

4. What were three other harmful treatments used by doctors to treat cancer during this time period?

5. What were the four major medicine innovations in the 19th century?

6. Who won the Nobel Prize in 1901?

7. Why did he win the Nobel Prize?

8. When was radiation first used to treat cancer?

9. Give one advantage radium had in treating cancer with radiation.

10. What was one early sign that doctors had that radiation may be damaging their bodies?

11. How did they try to treat that sign?

12.  When did Congress require protection to be used during radiation treatments?

13. List three ways cancer treatment is different today.

