Presence of Starch in Food and Paper Lab
In this lab, you will be testing various foods and types of paper for the presence of starch.  Start by predicting if you will find starch in each of the following items.

	Food/Paper
	Is starch present?
	Food/Paper
	Is starch present?

	Applesauce
	
	Rice
	

	Corn
	
	Typing Paper
	

	Filter Paper
	
	Vegetable Oil
	

	Flour
	
	Vinegar
	

	Navy Beans
	
	
	


Write a hypothesis based on the chart above:
Watch as the teacher prepares a positive control and a negative control.

What does the positive control have in it?

What does the positive control look like after iodine is added?

What does the negative control have in it?

What does the negative control look like after iodine is added?

Lab materials
Three test tubes

One test tube rack.

1. Get a sample of each liquid using the pipette from the beaker.

2. Dispense about 20 drops of the sample into the test tube.

3. Get a pipette of iodine.

4. Put two or three drops of iodine into the test tube.

5. Swirl the test tube to mix the liquids.

6. Record any color change in the table below.

Lab Data

	Food/Paper
	Describe what the liquid in the test tube looks like after adding iodine and swirling
	Is starch present in the food?

	Applesauce
	
	

	Corn
	
	

	Food/Paper
	Describe what the liquid in the test tube looks like after adding iodine and swirling
	Is starch present in the food?

	Filter Paper
	
	

	Flour
	
	

	Navy Beans
	
	

	Rice
	
	

	Typing Paper
	
	

	Vegetable Oil
	
	

	Vinegar
	
	


Questions to be answered in the analysis – Attach a separate sheet of paper

1) Which foods contained starch?

2) Which foods did not contain starch?

3) Were any of the samples difficult to tell if the test was positive?  

a. If yes, describe what the sample looked like.

Questions to be answered in the conclusion – Attach a separate sheet of paper.

1) Compare your predictions with the results from this lab.  

a. Which did you predict correctly?  

b. Did any surprise you?

2) List two sources of error in the lab.

3) How would you prevent these errors in the future?

