Nuclear Refugees Reading Guide
Background Information: On April 26th, 1986, a nuclear reactor at Chernobyl exploded due to a combination of worker error and design flaws while testing a safety feature.  The workers initially thought the reactor was intact because the radiation measuring equipment was broken.   Many of the workers and firefighter died within weeks of radiation poisoning.  The Soviet Union admitted the accident had occurred after a nuclear facility in Sweden picked up traces of radiation on the clothing of their workers.
The amount of radiation released killed a swatch of forest now known as the Red Forest.  The vehicles used to control the fire had to be left at the site because they became radioactive.  The World Health Organization attributes 56 deaths directly to the accident and 0.6% of heavily exposed people will develop cancer due to the radiation.

1. What country does this article take place in?

2. On what date was Pripyat abandoned? 

3. Why was Pripyat abandoned?

4. What is the exclusion zone?

5. How large is the exclusion zone?

6. How long did it take for the citizens of Pripyat to be notified of the accident?

7. What did officials hand out on April 27th, 1986?

8. Why were the iodine pills ineffective?

9. How long did the residents think they were leaving?

10. How many people were evacuated?

11. List four countries where the radioactive materials were spread to by the wind.

12. How long will it take for the most dangerous elements to decompose to a safe level?

13. Are there still workers at Chernobyl?  Why?

14. Why did Youri decide to take a job at Chernobyl?

15. What is a dosimeter?

16. What is the background radiation level in New York City?

17. What is the level of the background radiation in the classroom at Chernobyl?

18. What is the sarcophagus?

19. What is the level of radiation near the sarcophagus?
