Meningitis Mystery
1. How old was Karen?
2. What are four disorders that often cause young people to be recurrent visitors at a hospital?
3. What disease would Karen develop?

4. Why is meningitis one of the most feared diseases in modern medicine?

5. Describe the course of symptoms that lead up to Karen’s hospitalization.

6. How quickly would she recover from each attack?
7. Describe how Karen appeared this time at the hospital.

8. What signs of infection were present in Karen’s spinal fluid?

9. What are four different groups of organisms that can cause meningitis?

10. What are six causes of spinal meningitis that the doctors had eliminated as causes?

11. What did the doctor decide to treat Karen with while they tried to figure out what was causing her meningitis?

12. How did Karen feel the next day?

13. Why did the doctors want to run more tests before sending Karen home?

14. What does Karen take for headaches?

15. Why hadn’t she told the doctors when they asked her if she took any medication?

16. How many cases of ibuprofen-induced meningitis were found in 15 years?
17. Did Karen and her parents believe the doctor’s idea about the cause of her meningitis?

18. How did the doctors prove their point to the family?
