Mass Extinctions Come to Ohio Reading Guide
1. What college does Michael Hoggarth work at?

2. What creek is he investigating?

3. What kind of animal does he research?

4. How many kinds of freshwater mussels occur on the West Coast?

5. How many are found in the Mississippi River Valley?

6. What is an endemic species?
7. Application:  Why would an endemic species be more vulnerable to extinction than a species with a wide geographic range?

8. What type of rivers does the purple catspaw prefer?

9. What is the scientific name of the purple catspaw?

10. How does Hoggarth determine the age of the mussel he finds?

11. Why was the purple catspaw doomed before Hoggarth found the new populations?

12. How long can a catspaw live?

13. List four ways that human activities affected the purple catspaw negatively:

14. Why were declining fish populations damaging to the purple catspaw?

15. What are two invasive species that were threatening the purple catspaw?
16. What effect has the European settlement had on mussel populations?

17. How many unionloids are considered extinct?
18. How many unionloids are considered endangered?
19. Why is the Tennessee River a pool at Knoxville?

20. How did Pimm determine the extinction rate of ancient times?

21. How did Pimm determine the current rate of extinction in birds?
22. What other organisms did he determine the rates of extinction?

23. What does the current conditions lead Pimm to believe will happen if the current rate of extinction continues?
24. How does Pimm explain the fact that only 4 out of 300 species of bird went extinct when the Eastern USA was settled by Europeans?

25. Why is the situation different for the purple catspaws?

26. Why is it important to know the breeding habits of the mussels in order to save them?

