Human Population Growth Activity
In this activity, you will use the internet to find up to date population information and construct three population pyramids.

You must pick one country from each list.  If you wish to choose a country not on the list, ask Ms. Rose which group it fits in.
	Group A
	Group B
	Group C

	Iceland
	Burkina Faso
	United States of America

	England
	Benin
	Australia

	Germany
	China
	France

	Switzerland
	India
	Mexico

	Italy
	Cote d’Ivore
	Canada

	Spain
	Democratic Congo
	Ireland

	Portugal
	Equitorial Guinea
	Mongolia

	Belarus
	Guinea
	South Africa

	Ukraine
	Togo
	Saudi Arabia

	Russia
	Libya
	Brazil


Directions:

To access a pre-made Microsoft Excel worksheet:

1. Open Microsoft Excel.

2. Click on “File”

3. Click on “Open”

4. In the “Look In” bar, choose ”Shared on ‘glps-fs/Data/VQ”

5. Open “Ms. Rose’s Classes”

6. Open “Biology” folder.

7. Open “Human Population Growth” Folder.

8. Open “Human Population Graphs”.

9. Go to “File”

10. Click “Save As”

11. Save it in your drive or documents.

To access the CIA World Factbook for very current population data:

1. Go to www.google.com
2. Search “CIA Fact Book”

3. Go to the correct CIA Fact Book website.

To fill in the data on the Excel sheet:

1. Change the top line of the Excel spreadsheet to the name of the country

2. The “Total Population” needs to be filled in the bright blue box.  It is the number given under “Population” on the CIA website.

3. The “Age Structure” section of the CIA website gives the number of people in each age group.  Fill the numbers in the correct yellow box.

4. The percentage of the population will automatically fill in the green boxes below.
To make graphs for the age pyramid:

1. Select the percentage data including the row and column names by dragging the mouse across the boxes while holding the left mouse button down.

2. Click the Chart Wizard icon.  (Located in the tool bar; picture looks like a bar graph)

3. Under “Chart Type” select “Bar Graph”.

4. Hit “Next” twice.

5. Give the graph an appropriate title that includes the name of the country and your name.

6. Label the x-axis “Age Group”

7. Label the y-axis “Percent of the total population”

8. Hit “Next”

9. Choose “As a New Sheet”.  Name the sheet with the name of your country

10. Hit “Finish”

11. Print your pyramid by clicking the print icon in the tool bar.

12. Write your name on the printed sheet.
 Read the following paragraph and answer the following questions:

The age groups are divided into children (0-14), working adults (15-64) and elderly (65+).  Usually, a country needs more people in the working adult category than in either of the two other groups.  This allows the adults to produce enough goods to support the other two groups.

1. What could be some problems that could occur in a country where the children are a much larger group than the working adults?

2. Is the country in question 1 going to have a population increase or decrease?  Explain your logic.

3. What could be some problems in a country that has a large elderly population?

4. A country’s population is 35% elderly, 42% working adults and 23% children.  Assuming immigration rates stay steady, will the population increase or decrease in ten years time?  Explain your reasoning.

Staple your graphs to this paper and turn them in.
