Vital Signs: Over-the-Counter drugs can be risky
1. Fill in the vital signs for the patient when she first arrived.

a. Blood pressure

b. Pulse

c. Blood oxygen level

2. How old is the patient?

3. What symptoms caused her to come into the emergency room?

4. Why did the doctor ask her if she had flown in an airplane recently?

5. What was unusual about the diarrhea she had had last week?

6. What did the doctor in the ER think caused the color?

7. What does the doctor think caused her gastrointestinal bleeding?

8. What tree does the parent molecule of aspirin come from?

9. What drug was found to ease pain during the 1950’s?
10. Why was the drug discontinued?

11. What does NSAID stand for?

12. List two drugs that are NSAIDs besides aspirin

13. Why shouldn’t you give aspirin to a child?

14. What enzyme does aspirin block?

15. What does this enzyme do?

16. How can blocking this enzyme help prevent heart attacks and strokes?

17. What was the patient’s hemocrit level?

18. What does this mean about the amount of blood she has lost?

19. What had formed on her stomach?

20. How does cyclooxygenase affect the stomach?

21. What are three major problems that have been found in recently released NSAIDs?

22. What two effects on blood and blood vessels caused Vioxx, Celebrex and Bextra in increase the risk of heart attacks?

23. List four conditions that can increase the risks of heart attacks enough to balance the risks of using aspirin daily.

24. How did the doctors treat the patient’s ulcer?
