Confusion that Comes and Goes
1. Describe the patient’s behavior in triage.

2. Why was John hospitalized four days ago?

3. What was unusual about the results of the spinal tap John received four days ago?

4. What is the difference between viral meningitis and bacterial meningitis?

5. What symptom had John developed before bed?

6. Why did the doctor decide John was suffering from altered mental status?

7. What did the doctor initially think was causing John’s confusion?

8. What about John’s vital signs were unusual?

9. Why was it difficult to examine John?

10. What medication did John want for his headache?

11. Why did this medication request help the doctor figure out what was wrong with John?

12. Was the doctor able to confirm that John had taken Advil?

13. Describe how the immune system and Advil can cause meningitis in rare cases.

14. What did the neurologist think John had?

15. What side effect was the drug that the neurologist put John on causing?

16. How many total cases of ibuprofen-induced meningitis have been recorded?

17. Does this make you reconsider using ibuprofen?  Why or why not?
