Vital Signs: Cardiac Tamponade
1. Record the patient’s medical history:

a. Age:

b. Gender:

c. Recent illnesses?  If yes, include details.

d. Fever?

e. Heart rate:

f. Blood pressure:

g. White blood cell count:

h. Kidney function:

2. What is sepsis?
3. Which organ did the doctors want to check for signs of infection?

4. What instrument did they use to check that organ?

5. Explain how an ultrasound works.

6. How did ultrasounds improve ER care during the 1990’s?
7. Describe what the gallbladder looked like on the ultrasound.

8. What is the pericardium?

9. What is pericarditis?

10. What are the symptoms of pericarditis?

11. What are five diseases or disorders that can cause pericarditis?

12. Contrast the amounts of fluid that can build up in the pericardium in a slow or a fast time frame.
13. What are four clues that the doctor had that the patient was in cardiac tamponade?
14. Describe the first procedure that the cardiologist performed to stabilize the patient.

15. Describe the surgery that was formed after the patient was placed under anesthesia. 

16. Describe Mrs. Hom’s recovery.
