Better Planet Reading Guide
1. Who is the author of this article?

2. In what magazine was it published?

3. On what date was it published?

4. What material does most of the energy used in the United States come from?

5. List three problems that come along with using coal.

6. What does “clean coal” mean?
7. What are two sources of energy besides coal that could be used immediately?

8. What caused the accident at Chernobyl’s Unit in 1984?

9. Why is this impossible for reactors in the United States of America?

10. How has the reliability of nuclear power changed from 1980 to 2004?

11. How does the author feel about the regulation and security of nuclear reactors in the United States compared to Russia?

12. How does the author feel about the challenges of storing nuclear waste?

13. What statistics does the author use to compare the death rates between using coal and using nuclear power?

14. Why is unlikely that building atomic reactors will lead to greater international proliferation of nuclear weapons?
15. How many nuclear power plants can the USA build a year at its current capacity?

16. Why is wind preferable to solar power now?

17. How much more expensive is nuclear power than coal?

18. How much more expensive is wind power than coal?

19. How does the author recommend to make nuclear and wind more affordable compared to coal?

20. How much of the world’s greenhouse gas does the United States produce?

21. What is the Kyoto Protocol?

22. What is dangerous about climate change according to California governor Arnold Schwarzenegger? 
