Vital Signs: ALS

1. This article starts with a doctor telling a patient that his illness is terminal.  How long does the patient have to live?

2. What two symptoms did Jerry notice over the last year?

3. What was unusual about Jerry’s voice?

4. What did Jerry think was causing his voice to sound different?

5. During the physical exam what did the doctor notice about Jerry’s 

a. muscle movements?

b. muscle strength?

c. muscle size?

d. gait?

6. What disorder does the doctor think Jerry has?

7. What does the disorder do to nerves?

8. What happens to the muscles as the nerves stop functioning?

9. What are five symptoms of ALS?

10. What are five other disorders that can mimic ALS?

11. What test can be used to confirm ALS?

12. Can ALS be cured?

13. What is a treatment to help delay the symptoms of ALS?

