A Problem  of the Heart, Head or Hands Reading Guide

1. What symptom caused the patient to come in to the clinic?
2. What was the intern worried about when she examined the patient?

3. Describe the patient’s behavior during the examination.

4. How did the doctor examine the patient’s nervous system?

5. What did the doctor tell Andrew to do?

6. What caused the lab work on Andrew to be completed a few days later?

7. What was the blood calcium level on Andrew’s blood test?

8. Why did the lack of calcium affect Andrew’s heart?

9. Why did the lack of calcium affect Andrew’s hands?

10. How could the doctor cause Andrew’s hands to spasm during an exam?

11. How could the lack of calcium cause Andrew’s mental health issues?

12. Describe three ways that the body can increase the amount of calcium in the blood supply.

13. What are four ways that the calcium regulation system in the body can be disrupted?

14.  What are three activities in Andrew’s life that lead to his calcium deficiency?

15. How did the doctors treat Andrew’s calcium deficiency?
16. How did the treatment affect his physical state?

17. How did the treatment affect his mental state?
